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How to book your COVID-19 booster
vaccine
Thousands of people are trying to book their COVID-19 booster jabs in
England after the Government set a new target to offer COVID-19 boosters
to all adults by the end of the month. So how can you go about booking
your third COVID-19 vaccination?

Who is eligible to book their COVID-19 booster
vaccine?
The high demand for COVID-19 boosters has led to the NHS website
crashing as people rush to book their top-up vaccinations. However, more
than half a million people managed to book their third vaccination in one
day, according to the prime minister.

Booster doses are available on the NHS for people most at risk from COVID-
19 who have had a second dose of a vaccine at least three months ago. As
of 14th December, this included people aged 30 and over, people who live
and work in care homes, and frontline health and social care workers.

Others who are eligible for a COVID-19 booster (if their last dose was at
least three months ago) include people aged 16 and over with a health
condition that puts them at high risk of getting seriously ill from COVID-19,
and people aged 16 and over who are a main carer for someone at high
risk from COVID-19.

Those aged 16 and over who live with someone who is more likely to get
infections can also book their vaccine, as well as people who are pregnant
and in one of the eligible groups. People aged 18 to 29 will be able to book
their booster vaccine from 15th December onwards.
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Why has the COVID-19 booster programme
been extended?
The sudden ramping up of the booster vaccination programme is in
reaction to the spread of the Omicron variant in the UK. This week, the UK's
coronavirus alert level has been raised from three to four, meaning the
transmission of the virus is high and social distancing should be observed.

Around 4,700 cases of the Omicron variant have been confirmed in the UK
so far and cases are now doubling every two to three days. However, recent
analysis by the UK Health Security Agency shows a third vaccine dose
prevents about 75% of people from getting any COVID-19 symptoms.

When and how can you book your third dose?
You can book your third vaccination via the NHS booking system, which will
be opened to over-18s from 15th December. However, the website is
currently experiencing technical difficulties due to the vast number of
people trying to book their COVID-19 booster jabs. People are being placed
in a virtual queue before being allocated their booster slot.

You can also get your booster dose at a walk-in vaccination site if you had
your second dose at least three months ago. There may be a significant
wait depending on where you live and demand in your area. Some
pharmacies are offering COVID-19 booster jabs too.

Alternatively, you can wait to be contacted by a local NHS service such as a
GP-led service and book an appointment with them. People who work for
an NHS trust or a care home will usually get their booster dose through their
employer.

Which COVID-19 vaccinations are being used
for booster jabs?
Most people will be offered the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine for their COVID-19
booster. This means someone who had an AstraZeneca vaccine for doses
one and two, may be given a different one for their third. Some people may
be offered a booster dose of the AstraZeneca vaccine if they cannot have
the Pfizer or Moderna.
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Who can book their booster jab in Wales,
Scotland and Northern Ireland?
The Scottish Government has set a target of offering booster jabs to all
eligible adults by the end of the year. Over-30s are currently able to book
appointments and 18- to 29-year-olds will be able to book over the next
few days. In Wales; the aim is now to offer all adults a booster vaccination
by the end of the year. In Northern Ireland, the booster programme has
been extended through walk-in centres to over-30s.

Disclaimer: This article is for information only and should not be used for the
diagnosis or treatment of medical conditions. Egton Medical Information Systems
Limited has used all reasonable care in compiling the information but makes no
warranty as to its accuracy. Consult a doctor or other healthcare professional for
diagnosis and treatment of medical conditions. For details see our conditions.
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